
Presidents report 2022 AGM Farm 2 Fork Collective 

So much has happened in what feels like such a short amount of time. We opened ‘The Little Green 

Shop’ as it is fondly known, for a sneak peak to the 2021 Taste the Trail visitors on 10 July, followed 

by our grand opening on 17 July 2021. We have been operating for just over 8 months and have 

already managed to pay our producers over $75,000, not bad for a small shop that is only open 11 

hours per week and run by the most dedicated volunteers I have ever had the pleasure to come 

across. 

A huge thank you goes out to Stanwell and The Tarong Community Benefit Fund for taking the time 

to hear our vision and fund our initiative. If it wasn’t for you, we wouldn’t exist! Thank you so much. 

FRRR for funding our workshops for our volunteers and the community, we cannot wait to get our 

community workshops up and running soon. 

The Gambling Community Benefit Fund has helped with our office equipment and our coffee 

machine which will be coming soon. 

South Burnett Regional Council for funding our insurance and allowing us to use the ‘South Burnett 

Flavours’ merchandise to ensure our markets and festivals are promoted in a similar way to a mini 

Regional Flavours here in our region and as Farm 2 Fork Collective as the main sponsor. 

 

There are so many people and organisations to thank for their help in getting us off the ground. 

BIEDO for their assistance back in July 2020 when the shop was only a mere thought and you were 

able to set up meetings to see if this was something that could be done. 

Jason Virtue for all your insights, help and suggestions on how and where we could go and what we 

could achieve. 

Cr Kirstie Schumacher for listening to our idea at a very casual meeting over lunch and doing so 

much to get the ball rolling with funding. 

Craig Tunley for facilitating and mentoring our early meetings in 2020 to help us see our vision more 

clearly and for your passion to see our region succeed. 

Skye Douglass (VP) for being my ‘partner in crime’ in the very, very early days of this project, I don’t 

think we expected it to be this big in those early conversations! 

Melissa Barnett (Secretary) for all your dedication to our grant writing and your passion for our 

region and the producers in it, if it wasn’t for your amazing writing skills, we wouldn’t be here today. 

Selina Carey (Treasurer) for answering a post on FB about assistance needed in any capacity for our 

project, even though we hadn’t met, you were willing to do so much to see this move forward. Since 

then you have been a vital part of our initiative from graphic design, website design, POS system, 

memberships, accounts and our monthly producer payments. 



Beth Temple from Heartland Law for her assistance with our lease and for giving so much of your 

time to ensure we were covered in every way. 

Burnett Today for being there in our early days and today to ensure people are aware of us and to 

help spread the word. 

Thank you to so many members of the community that have donated office furniture, shelves and 

other items to help the shop and the community. 

Thank you to Paul Reeves Carpentry for all your work on the shop and to JS Signs, we love our signs 

and A frame boards! 

Thank you to all the volunteers that showed up at our working bee on 26 June 2021 to ensure the 

little shop would be ready in time. 

Thank you to all of the volunteers that have spent time in the shop, whether you were a committee 

member or a member of our community, your help has been vital to the day to day operations of 

the shop and we thank you so very much for your time, effort and passion. 

Thank you to all our producers that have supported our project from the beginning and come on 

board, paid your membership and allowed us to show case your beautiful produce in the shop to 

ensure everyone has access to your products. 

Thank you to the customers, local and visitors for supporting Farm 2 Fork Collective as well as the 

producers and farmers inside the 165km radius. You have changed the lives for some of these 

people and they are forever grateful. 

 

We had many fantastic milestones along the way too, such as our VIP and sponsors night on 16 July 

2021 where we had an intimate evening at the little green shop to thank those that have supported 

us. It was a great night with lots of speeches and smiles all round. 

• Working bee 26 June 2021 

• Taste the Trail #2 sneak peak event on 10 July 2021 

• Grand opening on 17 July 2021 

• Our mini BaconFest event held on 21 August 2021 after their last minute cancellation due to 

the LGA lockdowns 

• Our mini Blackbutt Avocado Festival event held on 8 September 2021 after their last minute 

cancellation due to the LGA lockdowns 

• Our team building workshop with Heather Eagelston on 11 October 2021 

• Our governance workshop with Lynne Foley on 18 December 2021 

• Our Christmas hampers were well received and inspired businesses and individuals to 

purchase locally and give the gift of local 

• Farm 2 Fork Collective is now a tourist hub with it being a permanent addition to many tour 

operators in the region such as South Burnett Wine Tours, The Vino Valet as well as featured 

in the Burnett Today Touring Guide. 

• We have had multiple shout outs on radio from Crow FM to Brad Marsellos for ABC Radio 



• We were able to assist a small town like Wooroolin to also become a tourist hub and thrive 

that little bit more, rather than being a drive through town on your way to somewhere else. 

It is great to see every shop in Wooroolin now filled, with the recent opening of the sewing 

shop next door.  

 

Farm 2 Fork Collective has many more projects we want to see come to life, the little green shop is 

just one project under our umbrella; we look forward to sharing these with you in the near future. 

 

In conclusion, it is safe to say that this social enterprise would not have been possible without the 

love, passion and dedication of the committee members, community members and businesses we 

have in our region and regions. You have all played an integral part and continue to do so. 

Thank you for your dedication to promote our region and regions but most of all, thank you for 

giving so much to ensure everyone has access to fresh, seasonal, local and nutritional food with low 

miles and keeping your dollars in the community to ensure it has a successful future. 

 

Roberta Schablon 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


